The island of Madeira
Madeira is the main island of the Madeira
Archipelago of Portugal situated in the Atlantic
Ocean.
It is inhabited by 250 000 people living along the
island, mainly at the south coast. The primary
business activities in Madeira are tourism and other
tertiary sector services. Madeira has important
natural resources, namely the Laurissilva forest
that is a world heritage and natural reserve.
The landscape includes many mountains and
valleys and a rough geomorphology which defines
the land use.
Madeira has 10 municipalities and Funchal is the
main city, with almost half of the island’s
population.

The starting point
Madeira started an energy planning process over
20 years ago. In 2011 Madeiran authorities signed
the Pact of Islands committing the island to reduce
CO2 emissions by at least 20% until 2020 and to
develop a sustainable energy action plan, which
was approved in 2012.
Madeira has relevant local renewable energy
resources, namely solar, hydro, wind, biomass and
sea waves, which are used for hot water, heating
and electricity. As the island is not interconnected
by electric cable, it is necessary to produce all
electricity locally and it is not possible to export the
excess of electricity from renewables.

More information on www.sustainableislands.eu, www.aream.pt

Circumstances are very fortunate for wind energy
since the average annual wind speed is 7,2 m/s
(26km/h). Also solar energy and biogas is becoming
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Thanks to Smilegov
Smilegov has offered Madeira a platform for cooperation on sustainable energy, involving
regional government, municipalities, companies and other stakeholders. Smilegov helped
establish a cooperation link between the Pact of Islands and Covenant of Mayors at regional
and local levels, and also identify and promote sustainable energy projects.
Smilegov promoted the exchange of experiences from international cooperation between
local actors and other islands actors. The work carried out in Smilegov helped mature an
island cooperation network and to learn from good practices and processes to overcome
barriers.

This is what we have achieved so far
Main achievements through Smilegov are:
 Establishment of effective local cooperation links and exchange of experiences.
 Local and regional discussions on actual sustainable energy projects.
 Valuable contacts with other islands sharing similar challenges.

Future hopes and expectations
Madeira expects to be part of a European island network to overcome challenges and barriers
and to promote new technologies in islands. There are many challenges to reach the
objectives and goals that Madeira has established in the sustainable energy action plan
approved in the framework of the Pact of Islands. Cooperation and exchange of experiences,
methodologies to overcome barriers and other tools developed within Smilegov are essential
to meet the island’s sustainable energy objectives.

More information on www.sustainableislands.eu, www.aream.pt

